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The acquisition and management of intellectual property rights is not limited to achieving commercial ends.  While intellectual property systems as such have long been founded on the principle that they broadly serve the public interest in promoting invention, encouraging creative expression, or protecting consumers, only recently has serious thought been given as to how individual intellectual properties can best be managed to achieve specific public interest or humanitarian goals.  Questions arise in a number of sectors - notably agricultural biotechnology and health-related technologies - as to whether intellectual property rights should be sought at all and, if so, how they should be managed to achieve humanitarian goals.  These goals are, typically, to see to it that developments of science and technology are pursued and put to work to benefit the most disadvantaged populations of the world.  In short, to pursue equity in the development of science and technology and the delivery of products and services that arise.  These goals are typically sought for the benefit of people most in need living in developing countries.  The speakers in this session have a wealth of knowledge and experience that spans the gamut from a deep, academic understanding of the principles involved in humanitarian licensing, to hard-nosed negotiations, and to the actual implementation of humanitarian license agreements to bring products to market.  
